
CLAYTON PARKS AND RECREATION COMISSION MEETING 

Monday, November 10, 2011 

The Center of Clayton – Multipurpose Room C 

 

The following members were present:    Excused/Absent: 
Mimi Deem   Michelle Harris   Ira Berkowitz 
Marguerite Garrick  Andrea Maddox-Dallas  Brad Bernstein 
Rosemary Hardy  Eric Schneider   Omri Praiss 
Laurel Harrington  Melanie Tamsky 
 

Also Present: 

Chris Cholley   Tim Hohenstein 
Patty DeForrest  Patrick Magee 
Eric Gruenenfelder  Jason Quinton 
Liz Hickox 
 
Welcome & Introduction of New Members:  Ms. Deem welcomed the new Commission 
members: Ms. Laurel Harrington and Ms. Melanie Tamsky. Ms. Harrington has lived in Clayton 
for four years and is a Design Architect at Christner.   Ms. Tamsky has been a Clayton resident 
for 16 years and is an attorney at Armstrong Teasdale.   
 

Approval of Minutes:  Minutes from the October meeting were approved as written. 

 

Addresses from the Audience:  Ms. DeForrest welcomed the guests to the meeting.  Mr. 
Zachary Praiss and Ms. Allison O’Neil, both Clayton High School seniors who serve on the 
Mayor’s Advisory Board, were in attendance.   
 
Ms. DeForrest stated that the City has received over 550 responses from the Dog Park survey.  
The results should be available this week; therefore Dog Park survey information will be a 
topic of discussion on December’s meeting agenda. 
 
End of Year Reports:  Shaw Park Tennis Center: (See attached PowerPoint presentation for 

additional details) Ms. Hickox and Mr. Hohenstein, the Parks and Recreation Department’s 

Athletic and Facility Supervisors, presented the Tennis Center end of season report.  The 

report included a 2011 fiscal year summary.  Ms. Hickox reported that June, July, and August 

recorded as the seventh warmest three month span since 1869, July was the sixth hottest 

month since 1869 and July was also the hottest July recorded in 70 years.  Weather Facts in 

2011 were noted because they had an impact on tennis center usage.  Revenue from season 

pass sales increased from FY10 to FY11. Daily admissions, program and rental revenue 

decreased for various reasons.  Maintenance costs were down from FY10 because in FY11 

large repairs were not completed at the Tennis Center.  The majority of expenses are 

personnel costs. 

Shaw Park Tennis Center was awarded the St. Louis District Tennis Association Grant.  Staff 

used the funds to improve the Quick Start Tennis program, which is for children ages 5-13.  

Future plans at the Tennis Center include tennis court renovation, re-development of the 

program curriculum, youth tennis leagues, wheelchair tennis programming and USTA 

Sanctioned Tournaments.  Staff also plans to market to groups who utilized the City’s tennis 

courts in the past, and to hire new tennis professionals.   



Shaw Park Aquatic Center Report (See attached PowerPoint presentation for additional 
details).  Mr. Quinton, Mr. Cholley and Mr. Magee, the Parks and Recreation Department’s 
Aquatic Supervisors, presented the Aquatic Center end of season report.  The report included 
a 2011 fiscal summary.  Mr. Quinton stated that the 2010 season was excellent and even 
though revenues only increased slightly in 2011, it was another great season.  The majority of 
revenue is generated from season pass sales.  Expenditures were down this year because 
during low attendance times, the number of staff was decreased, without affecting safety, and 
Aquatic Supervisors worked pool manager shifts.  Resident scans increased by 3% percent 
from FY10, and corporate scans were about the same.   
 
Program highlights included increased participation in the Clayton Recreational Swim Team, 
decreased instructor cost by 36%, and a successful Junior Lifeguard Camp.  Mr. Cholley 
stated that in 2012 he plans to add Scuba Camp and incorporate safety month activities in to 
the programming schedule.   
 
Season highlights included Olympic Day combined with the CSP meet, Olympic Diver Lou 
Vitucci, and the international effort to promote fitness and well-being. The City participated in 
the world record breaking swim lesson event, added early morning lap swimming time and 
partnered with Ameren UE to promote “Green Power” at the first Green Power Plunge event. 
The Clayton EMS and Lifeguard staff worked together to conduct a Mock Rescue 
Demonstration.   
 
Shaw Park Concessions, also known as The Dock, reduced personnel costs by 12%, and 
continued to focus on cleaning procedures.  The Shaw Park Aquatic Center Membership 
Survey results showed that 84% of members are satisfied with customer service of the 
concessions staff.  Ninety-six percent of members are satisfied with the overall quality of the 
pool experience.  Furthermore, the Aquatic Department received 48 responses to the lap 
swimming preference survey.  The results showed that swimmers are very satisfied with the 
variety of lap swim times offered at the aquatic center. The Department intends to continue to 
offer one lane for lap swimming in the early morning hours next summer.   
 
Director’s Report:  The Hanley Park Pavilion project was approved by the BOA.  A pre-
construction meeting has been scheduled and construction will begin this winter. The Tennis 
Center contract is on tomorrow’s BOA agenda. Staff applied for the Municipal Park Grant in an 
effort to receive additional funds to help with the cost of the Tennis Center renovation; the 
project will go out to bid by mid-December.  The Shaw Park Recreational Trail design is being 
finalized, and meetings will be held soon to discuss the native garden design. 
 
Shaw Park Ice Rink is celebrating its 50 Year Anniversary.  Staff has planned some fun 
activities which will take place throughout the season.   
 
The Art Selection meeting will be held on Monday, December 12 at Centene from 5:00 pm-
7:30 pm.  Ms. DeForrest told the Commission that anyone who would like to attend needs to 
let her know. 
 
New Business/Old Business:  There is no new or old business to report. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By: 
Denise Ucinski       


